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REFLECTIONS ON THE IXCAN B\ DWIGTH FLECK

El Board member, Dwigh | knew of the generosity ofo the quiet smiles of the

Fleck, who resides in For the people of the Visualizalderly | always felt | was
Worth, TX, visited Guate Eye Clinic and the Rotaryviewed as more than just
for his f i r ClubinGuatemala City bgsitor. EadhCoPour meals
He spent time in Guatem | was not aware of the deptias taken at the home of

City and traveled to the Iy of their dedication for im- different resident and thes

to observe the work of Er proving the lives of the legimes enabled us to get u
Ixcadn. The following is a fortunate people of their close and personal with

flection from his trip. country. The people of theeach. The people do not REFLECTIONS ?
It was what | ex- Visualiza Clinic provide _hav_e much and m_ostly live REYESPHOTO 3
pected ... but my expecta a_dvanced eye care to thein dlr_t floor huts with wood
tions were wrong. | ex- V|Ila}ge patients Enfoque burning ovens but they are IXCAN MAp 3
pected a green jungle bu Ixcan re_fers_ to t_hem. | sawery open and sharing of ¢
not the rugged beauty of how their clinic is setup towhat they have, and espe-
provide the same high quaially the sharing of the sto{ SPOTLIGHT 3

mountainous land pin-
pointed by volcanoes risil
from the green hills. | ex-
pected a hospitable peop
but not the expressions o
warmth, concern and ger
erosity that | both experi-
enced and came to know
expected a people living |
hardship but not the con-
stant threat of violence th
the people live with daily
the cities. | expected a pe
ple having to toil in their

ity care to those who do noes of their lives and their
have money as those whatruggles. | attended the
do. They not only provide Sunday church service
the care but actively reactlwhich commemorated the
out to those who need helmassacre of 17 villagérs
by busing in local studentyears agdt provided in-
and traveling to distant  sight and understanding ¢
communities. | also camettze strength and determin
know the extraordinary tion of the people. The
men of the Rotary Club anmdading by the Padre of t
the evidence of their genemames of each of the mas
osity ... whether donating cred was a very moving
to Enfoque Ixcan or helpirexperience. But, in spite ¢
to build a hospital. the atrocities the military

daily lives but not the bol committed aqainst them
determination and resil- Our arrival at the villag(?he people s?ill smile the,ir

ience that | saw expresse of Santa Maria Tzeja was .
many ways by th met by an incredible wel- warm smiles and carry a
village peo- come by the school studenﬁ%i't'vehafhpro?mktp Iife. ¢
ple. who held a welcome ban 17l Sggsesseignzcit ilsnortr)]\?i(
The across the dirt road at the hat these are le of
entrance to the village. Thﬁs peopie o
set the tone and theme Ofsubstance.
the warm embrace the peo- | had the opportunity tg
| ple shared with us during talk with many villagers.
the next week. Youngor as ked one ma
old, each person had theipresident of Guatemala
own personal way of sharimgat would be your #1
their friendship. Fromthepr i or i t y 0.
playfulness of the children

J/  countryside
(= is itself
reason enoug
to visit Gua-
temala. But
the people
are what really
make the country.
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€l IN THE News

Newsmakers

On March 11, Dr. Scq
Pike was presented g
Newsmaker of the Yg
Award, 2008, by the
Royal Rosarian Foun
tion of Portland, Ore-
gon. The Royal Ros:
ans are the official an
bassadors for the city
Portland. Dr. Pike w4
nominated for this aw
by the Portland Tribu
and introduced by Tri
une photographer, L.
Baskow.

EyeWorld

El was highlighted withaz 5 v ¢ ¢ . |

two-page article and
pictures in the July is
of Eye World Magazi

To view the article visi

http://eyeworld.org/
articleoptometrist
vacatiofieldsoversea

serviceroject

New IXCAN HEALTH PRONMOTER

Pedro and Felipe in Santa
In August 2009, Enfoquefrom villages several hours Maria learning how our sys
htt IXcan is taking a big step inatsay, accessibility means tem works by watching the
goal to make eye care accdsaiing to travel so long or examination process and
ble to all the people of the far. The actual distances ¢ learning some basics in ey
ar Ixcan. El received a grantnot so great, but with the health and vision correctior
last fall to add another eye condition of the roads and
health promoter/contractor inconvenient modes of trav
Ha-1t0 our organization. This pastople can spend 4 hours
Spring our current eye healtraveling a mere 40 miles.
promoters, Pedro and Felipe
bri- carried out a search to find
someone for the job.

In August Dr. Pike will
travel to the Ixcan to meet
Arnufo and provide more
training, take testing mater
"From Pedr o6 alsand supplies and an imy
working with health promoi tory of eye glasses so he ¢
ers from all over the region begin operating out of his

The criteria in this searcthe was able to find a man | clinic in Mayalan.
of included selecting someoné&nows and trusts, a man in
s from another villageinan-30086s wi th so

other part of the Ixcan. health care. His name is A
ardpedro and Felipe work fronnufo Mejia from the village
he their home village of Santa Mayalan, which is near the

Maria Tzeja which is in the Ixcan river on the western
b- south central area of the reborder of the Ixcan region.
E. gion. While they have had Over this summer Arnufo

patients come to see them will have spent time with

N-

The Board of El is excif
to see the program growin
into new areas of the Ixca
and feels the challenge of
added responsibility this
growth brings. El is bless
by the continued hard wor
and commitment of Pedro

REFLECTIONS CONTINVED...

Hi s response Whesights hne solndsx a balmy day. These and ot
e X the dlags eomtinue to bepr | have brought back to Tex
that he had not chosen educ®. The chugging start up with me.
tion and he answered the corn grinding machine
PUEG wi t hout heathéegrelawh hd agk
he.Can happeno. rosdrsiclowing otoring up
. health post with Dr. Pikel t he sun €& 't h
i . : .
saw local villagers and othdtlaze of sunrise over the U 2nd | cannot argue with th
who traveled from through-¢ t he boy wi
. . . assessment. What | can §
out the Ixcan region come toho loved the teenage girl
. . that | have never seen suc
have their eyes examinedand om Mas s ach warm. hospitable sharinga
glasses dispensed. Obvioushalking up the steep hills il ' P ’ ’
vision hasalargerolein t he heat of

health and enabling peoplermoms with energetic schot

Much can be said of the
village of Santa Maria

\"4J

They continue to seek justi
for the massacre of many i

maintain and better their  children led by dedicated their village 27 years ago

lives. But obtaining healthcaree ac her s ¢é t

is not easy. Thisiswherettes hoppi ng ce
work of Enfoque Ixcanisvitalo od pl ank

to providing the people of thertillas cooking on the woc
Ixcan access to eye care thiatirning ovens ... sweating
they would either not receiviench in the stifling heat wt
or would be difficult and exthe host woman leaned ag

while they do they work h
at providing for their daily”
lives and bettering their fu-
ture. And they do so in a

pensive to obtain on their the hot oven in her heavy t pecially to me.

Dwight preparing for a hike

in the in the Ixcéan jungle.

own. ditional skirt as though it w

23,

(. B N

d
|d
manner that sends a strong
message to others ... and €§-

. 28T
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strong and resilient peopleutes s -

rs
S
Tzeja ... Scott Pike, our fe
| ess | eader,g cal

n.i |
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SPOTLIGHT: BARTOLO REWVES B\ §COTT PIKE

If you can recall a time wh Last Fepruarylwas able to vv..a sh some cldthes. 6No
were able to help someon«down, with a translator, to Felipe would]|say 51 6|

you respected as a role m talk to Bartolo about his ey« or you.®d The d 6 ctor s

may understand my satisfi sight and his cataract surge
when EIl was able to provit experience.

ract surgeries for Bartolo f Two words | heard him helped make it possible for

Bartolo has been a com use often when talkingabome t o see we

all very nice to me, too, and|l
want to thank everyone who

munity leader in SantaMahi s onewd vi Everyyearwhenlvisit;a
Tzejasince thevillagewacand conf i den Bartolods vif§
founded in the6s working cnch wesitonhand dut

His voice is clear and stroi chete, riding his horse and
his words well thought out walking on the narrow, un-
and well
afraid to speak his mind, a feels safer, being able to se
does so in a confident and the danger of rocks, tree
respectful manner. When branches or slippery, wet fc
Bartolo, his family and ma bridges.

others from his village wer
refugees in Mexico during
years of violence in the Ixc

and built wooden benches
with no back

periodically during the servi
I glance across the room to
see Bartolo sitting ramrod

oBefore

a r t even paths of the village I been a bit of a sloucher and

straight. | straighten up and it Reyes with Scott, Felipe and
t h e feels good to emulate Bartalo. translator Amanda Kistler at
was embarrassing for me t¢ Two minutes later | look his

T a Bfolo I'-!eyesa tt

g . | 6ve a

ge

SMT Heath Post

~ read in frontof agroupof way again and realize |
;[ hde . 1h9 8f0 oS, peopl e, 6 he slumped over, as before.le
ela erin the refugee €Mk words would turn into little straighten again. This prode oN 1998 BARTOLO
also. black spots. So | quit readi is repeated many times in th

When one sees and me and avoided situations whe course of the sermon. Now
him, these characteristics would need to. Now, | hav¢ just thinking about him mot
wise leadership are readily the confidence to read in pi vates me to draw back my

WAS ONE OF OUR
_’ FIRST PATIENTS TO

COME TO THE
HEALTH POST FOR

apparent. He has a deep lic again. shoulders and be more erec GLASSESSHOWING
Laglous Iaggh, aqu![ck, dr§[/ oWwhen we we Maybe when |l orHERSIN THE €
umor and IS €asy 1o spo capital for the surgeries, near |y 79, 1@ yLLaceA TrRUST N
under his straw cowboy he : ~ . .
= hat t sets B Felipe ( EI 6s turethinghabituated. But,p |y our PLAN TO
orme what most Sets amoter) took good careofmeven i f | dopn zgrNnG EYECARE 8
i tolo apart is his posture. ~
Whet h heod He woul dndt have Bartolo as my role 1 TO THE
© er €0s thing! When it was time tg model. .
horse, speaking at a comn . . COMMUNITY . O
) ) o eat |, Felipe ) N
nity gathering, or sitting qu ~
tiv in church. Bartolo no, I 61 I get DI
etly in church, Bartolo is you.?d Wh e n

erect. Bartolo is my postu
rolemodel.

In 1998 Bartolo was one of
our first patients to come to
the health post for glasses,
showing others in the village a
trust in our plan to bring eye
care to the community. In
2008, at age 77, he was ready

O\

The village of Maylan
where EI 3s
promoter, Arnufo Mejig
will begin eye care wor
in his clinic beginning tt
summer.

to make the trip to Guatemala
City for cataract surgeries.
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