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L.E BASKOw(@s PHOTOGRAPHIC JOURNEY BY SCOTT PIKE

Some people, like L.E. had been curious about was doing it, and yet he
Baskow, find their gift ear what happens to a pair of captured the essence of our
in life, and are able to ma donated eye glasses afterservice to the people of the
it their | i theyaredonated. Whatraigcan andithe beauty of the
L.E. ds gi ft thestepsfrom donation,atpnd snd the people, in ex-
and this past May Enfoqt having another person in quisite detail.
Ixcan had the good fortur another part of the world
of having him with us for actually receive and put thr%
our trip to the Ixcan. L.E. glasses back in use? We
works for the Portland ~ teamed up with L.E. to
Tribune as a photojourna answer that question and
Brought Us mages flom  steps in e prasess and C1aNJe: Guatemala, goto

. . . http://www.flickr.com/photos
ballet to basketball and many interesting side storig§askow/ and click on Enfo
from biefuel to Black His- along the way. IXCAN.

tory Month. L.E. has wor . .
numerous awards for his Whether it was in the Only about 10% of do-

photos and was nominate busy streets of Guatemalgateq eye glasses are abl

for a Pulitzer for one of hi City or the'z pastoral junglepe ysed, but even so, the
h ken i  of the Ixcan, L.E. was a blloyide benefits to a wide

photos taken in New Yor d th |

City after the 9/11 attack. 203 WIt & camera. N OUlkange of people. Enfoque

His images not only bring ‘i"eoglg‘{"'th him h_l?hShOt O\lf?f(cén offers a sincere tha

out the reality of the mo- -~ |hades. at Workgoy to L.E. Baskow for hi

._out to be about 24 shots Agpnderful photos and
ment, but also the emotic hour!!! Most of the time friendship_p

For severalyearsLE. we di dndt even know he L. E. Baskow

To view a presentation he
ade to our August board of
directors meeting which follows
a pair of glasses from suburban
Portland, Oregon to Playa

E.l RECEIVES$13,850 (RANT

On the 290of October liver the needed materialswill continue to raise funds
Enfoque Ixcan received for the staip. and solicit your contribu-
word that we have been ions. We will be ableto |GRANT UPDATE 1
awarded a grant for : , each out to more people
$13,850 to expand our educational materials so pow, but to effectively IXCAN FACTS 2
! . that the students and adults )
work in Guatemala. This ) . serve them, we still need
money will allow us to add’! 1€ xcan will be able to, | | help. We hope you |WOMEN® ISSUES 2
y earn more about vision, y ) Y

anothgr eye health pro- eye health and the impor_W|II take a minute to write 5
moter in another village

. : CHALLENGES
. ... tance of preventive care & check to .E“foq”? Ixcan
and set him or her up Wlththe eyes and return it to us in the

an inventory of eye glasses enclosed envelope. Thankl SPOTLIGHT 3
and other supplies. Dr. One thing this grant  you for your part in our
Pike will be able to make money will not cover is thgpast successes and we inVii@are REPORT 4
an additional trip to the  cost of surgeries, and the you to be a part of our con-
Ixcan to train the new eyeamount designated for ey&inued success. WEB ADDRESS 4
health promoter and de- glasses is limited. So, we

We will also be creatingi
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GUATEMALAN WOMEN IN THE | XCAN By DEBBIE BILLINGS |
AND IXCAN Enfoque Ixcan works witiporter of El, to better underdigenous peoples of the
REGION FACTS | and for the people of the Ixstand the importance of eyeountry. Profound inequal

can. Inordertoservethemh e al t h i n wo fyehafa&erides tive@cuntry n
~The wealthiest 10%|ofin the most compassionate how this has an impact on the .
the population accoufit and complete manner, we health and wélking of the ax\i/&rl?;ncﬁgﬁe%:rlzgfr?d
for 50% of the nationpl need to understand how eyentire community. In this 2bstacles in this s%tuation
income. health issues have an impafttst issue, we would like to Is often h limited )
on their everyday lives. Theutline some of the most cenifls often have limite ac-|
: G cess to education. In El
_ resources that they have oriral and basic conditions of ~==* -
~95% of land is con- hand, the work that theydowo meno6s | i ve UICP WhFr?\ th I)ﬁC%p BEn
trolled t_)y 5% of the to provide for their families,f ut ur e news| Gate %O\éernwe@tig%qs- [
population; the best | - 5 their beliefs and custoreiide articles written by~ '©> note that almost 60% g
lands are reserved fof - ¢ health care in generatvomen from the Ixcan that WOMen cannot read or writ
cattle, cash crops all have an impact on the apddress the impact of healtfit @ functional level. Their | -
(coffee, sugar and bg- 1 gaches that Enfoque Ixca@n their owlives as well as ¢ " 2 ditional !
nanas), and homes for a4 in its projects. Pursuitigosef their families and motherhood and in rural
the elite. strategies that are culturallyjcommunities. areas women have, on ave
- age, five children. Often
appropriate and meetthe — Aq many of you know,  they begin childbearing du
~56% of the populatipn needs of people in the IXCagy ,5temala is one ofthe  ing thejr early teen years.
lives below the are at the cGbf| bsEh8sr Bibtoheopiviybond. e |
. poverty now going on 12 years. . O pGoPlUir tondi '
line. About 54% of the total popuions, unequal gender rela-
With all of this in mind, lation lives in rural areas, tions (where women often
we present a new rsigies Where 82% live under pov- have little power in decisior
~The populationisag- on wo me n ds h erty condiions. M/hile Guatenaking about marriage, se
proximately 13.5 mil-| Ixcan, which will be includt\a/%ala is Cultur:akily ar??’ e_thica?INd contraception),
lion, the most populajedin upcoming newsletters. erse, such harsn living af- -
country of Central aim to help you, as a sup- fects mainly the majority in- Continued on pag‘i?’
America. The country is
divided in 23 states, | | )NpERSTANDING THE IXCAN® CURRENT CHALLENGES |
called departments.
A major news story and tion possibilities. McGahan)

. . hot discussion topic in the o - . This history has set the
~Besides Spanish, 28 |xcan these days is the pro_so;igsblescgiglecrslgrjlgswgvr; stage for dist?/ust and uneaIe
Mayan languages ar¢  posed Xalala (&Ha) hy- larae damn built in the ear| €ONcerning the proposed n@w
spoken in Guatemald. droelectric damn project. 3 g 5s a few damn. In a referendum ]

The 181 megaatt, $400 <o e river have yet to be r L ¥2 Years ago, the people gt
million damn is scheduled t . the Ixcan, by 89%, voted to
be built on the Chixoy River:O\/ed- At that time the ho

: y ilities concerning the dami ©PPOse the new damn pro-
in tr)e southeastern part of t e community relocation ject. The results are not le
Ixcan. resulted in the killing of ove 92lly binding.

The people of the Ixcan 400 residents of the village  These subsistence farmers
have a major concernregafd-i o Negr o. fear a loss of land, home9, | S
ing the 2300 homes which still fighting for reparations. communities, and a resultir
will be flooded by the damnliving on small, arid plots increase in the general leve
and reservoir. The 36 com-eight hours away by bus fri of poverty.
munities which would be farmland provided by the g
directly involved havenot er nment . 6 ( ol |
been consulted about reloc&hronicle, June 8, 2008. H
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SPOTLIGHT: MANUEL DE JESUSGARCIA BY ScoTT PIKE

Most of the time for this He had a freshly picked basundergone the surgery a yef

oSpotlight 6 withhimto sell after break earlier. This allayed his feal
out a call or hunt down the fast. of eye removal.

son | wish to interview. Nc ) , ,
the case of Manuel de Jes Before his cataract surge ~ Manuel talked it over wit

cia. He hunted me downti €S Ma'n uel s _his family and had the surg
he was so grateful and wa Was like looking at smokeei es don e | as
thank Enfoque Ixcan. very bl urry. to Go'd! 0 he
_ the work of Enfoque Ixcan now work in the parcela and
Manuel is 81 years old ¢ when we were there in 200 harvest my beans and go toji o AT
has lived in the Ixcan villa¢ with Amigos Eye Care fromt he mar ket by w8 ® Jeduschicia
of San Pablo for 25 years, pacific University, but he  was also happy to be able t
which means he movedhéwa s n 3t abl e see his children more cleas
at the height of the violent so, in February 2007hecaand menti one
times in the Ixcan. He has o see me while | was 10  even see the color of his
parcela (farmland) where | miles away in the villageof gr andchi | dr e
family grows crops, mostly our eye health promoters,
for their own consumption, Felipe and Pedro. Others
but when he has extra, he to|d him that during the cat:
takes it to town to sell. He ract surgery they would re-
was quite excited on the  mgove his eyes to work on
morning we met over a ty[ them. That concerned him!
cal breakfast of eggs and l\ye checked his eyes to be
and an oat mecertain his problem was cal
comedor, because beans ' racts and then had him talk
selling for 33 cents a poun 3 previous patient who had

As Manuel started on hig
way to the market to sell hi
beans, he looked back withi LSS
grin and s ai dscotand Maruel at bigakf
rect the rumors about the
doctors taking peopl esd
balls out! o Thanks, M

WOMEN IN THE I XCAN CONTINUED

Continued from page 2  women being malnourishec faring worse than males.
This percentage rises to ab Limited or impaired visio

n .
39% of all pregnant women , ¢t ot s ever Y 0 fa%ug ész%% QF¢

needed, many women die and is particularly acute and womenos i VTEEST,OTAF nec
during or immediately afte 2MO"d Prégnantteens. -y i apiities to carry water| FOPULATION LIVES
pregnancy. Women die fr The World Health Organt o t he f ami | y &"sRURAL AREAS
preventable causes, childr zation documents that man school, bring corn to the mill WHERE 82% LIVE
are left without a mother, ¢ of the causes of avoidable to be ground in the morning, UNDER POVERTY
husbands without a wife tc blindness are directly relate care for infants and young CONDITIONS . O
contribute to the livelihood to poverty, including malnu: children with dangers such|as

the family. In settings whe trition and limited access to open fires and slippery, un-
everyone plays an importe health, education, water an paved paths in and around
role in the wellbeing of the sanitation services. These their houses, and participat
family, losing a woman/  precisely the limitations tha in community leadership.
mother/wife is devastating many girls and women face These are among the mos
each day. Boys and men d important roles and respon
well, but every health and bilities that women fill in Ix-
education statistic shows a can communities.
gender bias, with females

and difficult access to eme
gency care services when

je2)

Malnutrition among
women age-45 is high,
with about 35% of all of th

Woman cooking in her home
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CONTACT ENFOQUE | XCAN
Phone: 563779711

E-mail: Enfoquelxcan@aol.com

ENFOQUE | XCAN
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dr. Scott Pike, president
Dwight Fleck, treasurer
Amanda Terhes, secretary
Dr. Debbie Billings, member

Susie Kasper, member

ENFOQUE | XCAN

COuUNCIL OF ELECTORS
J. Eric Anderson
Ali Durbin
Suzanne McCann
Maureen L. McCrae
James Harrison Pike Il
Ronald Craig Stout

EYE HEALTH PROMOTORS) EPORT

During the second quarter of 2008 (May through July) our eye h
promoters, Felipe and Pedro, had the following
activities.

Days worked in the healttii p2st

People examiried8

=3

Glasses dispenis2é

Hats dispenﬁeé Scott with Sister Maria Christin
People taken to Guatemala City for siirgeries  Picture by L.E. Baskow
Cataract surgeries perfaiinged
Surgery for removal of growth on theleye
Eyelid surgeried
Diabetic patients identifidd
People treated for glauéofina
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The additional funding we have received in the past year is defin
making a difference. Midway through 2008 we have sent more pegple for
surgical care than in all of 2007. The number of people receiving eIe
glasses is up nearly 100%!! As more people in the Ixcan hear about our
program, more people wish to be seen. We hope you will continue to
support this valuable eye care project and allow the number of people

13670 NW Pettygrove
Portland, OR 97229



