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TRAVELS TO THE IXCANO MAY 6 O 8 BY ScoTT PIKE

In the early years of Er were fortunate to havethd ear ned t he
foque Ixcan, | would ofter Guatemalan Air Force fly for the flight was $275 pe
get asked if | went to the me, our doctors and op- person, round trip, or
same place each year. Ntometry students from Pa-$3300. We decided on th
would then be surprisedtc i f i ¢ Uni v e r9aut vaniide, adni g
find out that | did. Ten, Eye Care, to the Ixcén, a #fanned to leave Sunday
and even 5 years ago, miminute flight. Thisyear mor ni ng aft e
sion trips were usually onwith a new Guatemalan arrival on Saturday night.
trip excursions. Building political admlnlsj[ratlon We  rpic was a comfortable
more permanent base loclost our contact in the Min- .
tion, like we have in the istry of Defense. Tay plan until the students
I x’c 8n i s mibeforel was to Iéave forl alled me Saturday after-

. L . roSho let me know that
kind of like the difference Guatemala, | learned we their plane had been de-
between building a home would have to find anothe

where you visit, as oppos means of transportation rayed and they would hayv
ey ! PP P " to spend Saturday night ir
to simply staying at a mo

when you go there. The _Tha_t night | called a I—_|o uston an d
difference has to d;) with friend in Massachusetts taive until nhoon .Sunday.
building an infrastructure get the_ phone number of 5h|§ complication meant
and this was my aim esp, van drl_ver who | had_ trav- qalllng to change the van
cially in those early y’ears eled with on other trips to time and place of dep_arture.
the Ixcan. The next mornAnd, then | had to be in
On t hi s Ma ing, Friday, | called Ro- toubhawith the Catholic
Ixcan, | found the true vallando, a Guatemalan op- sisters who provide us with
of that infrastructure. Fortometrist friend, who was a place to stay in the Ixcan
the last couple of years wgoing to gowithusthis t o | et t hem know wedd be

year. | gave Rolando the ,
n CHRETECH On PROR 2

van driver dos

information he would need
regarding the size of our [

5 group. | also gave him th

1/2 WAy THERH name and number of a p
vate pilot | had flown withj;
TRIP CONT. 2 several years ago. Then |
took off for the airport,
IXCAN Quiz 2 knowing | would have no
answers until that night
SPOTLIGHT 3 when | landed in Guatem
City.

Rolando greeted me th
evening with good news.
van was available for us t
use and the pilot was che
IsT QUARTER 4 ing to see if he could fly us
to the Ixcan. Saturday we
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PAGE 2 FOCUSING ON THE IXCAN
TAKE THE HALF WAY TO OUR GOAL!
IXCAN Not many organizations halfway to our 2008 goal offamily.
Quize can stretch a dollar further $10,000.A small gift will do
than Enfoque Ixdan such good, larger gift will Please send a gift to-
we still neegd §h85e dollars teccomplish even dege day. It's 100% tax deducti-
In the @gargypl 0S examinations, glasses, sur-ble. We're almost hatfy

the Guatemalan go
ernment carried ouf
approximately 300
massacres on villag
in the Ixcan, killing
many as 300 peopl
some villages and 4
few as a handful in
others. The military
burned houses and
crops and took or
killed all the animal
Some residents fleg
Mexico, some staye

der military control
and some fled to th
jungle and mountai
hiding out for 12
years. All three
groups continue to
suffer from the effe
of this violence. In
what ways do you
think they suffer thq
most?

A. From physical in
ries incurred

B. From lasting me
stresses of witness
torture and killing

C. From the econor
setbacks of having
start over 12 years
later

D. All of the above

Email the correc
answer to

in the Ixcan living up-
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geryi you can make any of there. Will you take us over
those possible for our friendbe top?

y(from infants to elderly) liv-
ing in the small villages of t
Ixcan.Why do we care abou
these people living in such &
remote place who most of ug_=
will never meefor the
same reason we care about
the Tsunami victims, the su
vivors of the earthquake in
China, and even those who
were dealt irreparable blows
by KatrinawWe'll probably
never meet any of them ei- f
ther, but we're all part of one

With $4,940 in gifts this
year, we are almost exactl

e

We have reach
$4,940 of our gg

of $10,000. Amigos student conducting ey

exam in the Ixcan

.CONHedberg. We also had twofriends, volunteers and do-
and be entered i*

TRIP REPORTCONTINUED...

arriving late Sunday evenin@.abrera, and Felipe Panjoj area in serious need, and &
To accomplishthislhadtoone of Enf o q returning year after year e
look up a Catholic sister in health promoters. In additi are building friendships.
Guatemala City who knew L.E. Baskow, a Portland ar These friendships are wha
the phone number of the sighotojournalist, wasalong al | owed t hi s
ters in the Ixcan. document the journey. successful, after an uncert:
start. To cap off the week
our friends at the Guatem
Oeste Rotary Club hosted
dinner for us and graciousl
reimbursed us for our in
country travel expenses.
Thanks to everyone.

| was beginning to be very In our 3 % days of clinic:
thankful for the infrastructurere saw 585 people and dis
| had built in the form of  pensed 265 pairs of glasse
friendships and people | collée also diagnosed 29 pati
call on when | needed help néteding cataract surgeries
took an additionadt dhone saw a handful of ocular enr
calls before we had clear sajencies, including one mar
ing and arrived safe and sowiitth a splinter in his eye. _
in the Ixcan. Felipe will be working seve
months to take the catarac
gtients to Guatemala City
eir surgeries.

We had a big group this
year with 8 students: There
Lonsky, Kristi Poe, Nina
Nemetz, Jabeen Abdulla, Infrastructure pays off!!!
Francisca Escobar, Abe Wiplan to continue to develof
son, Gina Silvers and Nick our infrastructure with new

Pedro and Felipe at SMT

. . . Cooperative store
doctors besides me, Dr. Briaors, each doing what he/s P

Arvidson and Dr. Rolando can. We bring eye care to
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SPOTLIGHT: TOMASA CHUN

Dr. Scott Pike met withToi zed she di d
while in the Ixcan in May. one else when she was in
conversation was translategr ade school
Francisca Escobar. see the chalkboard and hac

trouble seeing words and

letters in books. She dropg

We first became aware out in theigrade, while her

Tomasa Chun 0sister and brother were alol
ract surgery 3 years ago, t to go on to middle school a
it wasndt unhighschool respectively. 0
we were able to take her tt Tomasa stayed at home an
Guatemala City to have he helped her mother with the
vision cc_)rrec_ted at the eye cook[ng, laundry at the rive - ore with her children and
clinic, Visualiza. Most of ¢ fetching water and keeping thatods es i al |l :

o peci a y i mpor
cataract surgery funds hav their dirtfloored house clear her because her husband left
gone to older people, in th And that seemed to be her
700s and 80 dinlife.

i f you Ilive

vision had changed her lif
Tomasa flashed a small s
which she reserves for :ég,
occasions, and told us sheils
could now walk confidentl
on the trails around her vil
lage, she could see words
letters and is wanting to lg
to read, her family treats
oli ke everyo
are all happy that she can see
better now. She is able to do

the village to find work to
support them. While she

get cataracts. But, Tomas By the time Tomasa talks with him by teNIephone, CBHE EIRST

. : learned that surgerycould she hasndt sS§E ReaLizEDSHE
had cataracts since birth a. .

improve her vision she was years. DIDN & SEELIKE

atage 25 the surgery coul married and had 3 children
have long lasting effects o 8 7and 3. Mucl As we parted, she blessec EVERYONEELSE
the quality of her life. We ?how ages o, 7 an tf huc us with another smile, WHEN SHE WAS IN
wanted to talk with her abc the encouragemer; 0 gvg thanked us for her restored GRADE SCHOOL
her eye sight. € surgéry came om LY y;qinn and told us she tells AND SHE

an American living for a tim
Tomasa came to see usin Santa Elena who had he
this interview from her sm: about Enfoque Ixcan.
village of Santa Elena. Sh
left r?ome before the sun w Tomas?\(/)_fferel'd that the We gave Tomasa a new
up, walked one hour to the ?ctjrrtgte)Pe/ Zn d 'Zgg 'Z:n\g?sa(f pa@r of r_eading glassgs, _trie >
road and caught the firstv - © 25 fé/r by the g [0 imagine what her life is BOOKS. 0
to come by, for the 1 hour really like and felt blessed fot

ride to town where we wer tors and our eye health pro the time and smiles she shared
moter, Felipe. with us

She told us she first rea We asked ho

other people she knows with cOULDN & SEETHE
poor vision to come and Seg CHALKBOARD AND
us. HAD TROUBLE
SEEINGWORDS
AND LETTERSIN

PREVIEW. WOMEN IN THE IXCAN

Al t hough EI for Elto understand the iss
focused on improving visic and challenges confronting
and eye health care and e the people we serve. In up
cation for the people of the coming newsletters we will
Ixcan; there are many oth¢focus on the women of the
issues this community faci Ixcan and share some of th
Some of their challenges ¢ challenges they face, the e
similar to what we experie fects on them and their fam
here in the U.S. but many lies, and how they work to
very different. It is importé overcome these difficulties.
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